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reform of Catholicism. In the same year, Jan van Leyden estab-
lished the Kingdom of Christ in Miinster. Two years later,
Calvin established his own brand of Christianity in Geneva.
The unity of the Christian world broke apart, just as the unity
of Christian philosophy had broken apart. Paracelsus longed
to restore it.
There could be no question in Paracelsus' mind as to which
church embodied the Light of Faith. All his thinking grav-
itated to the idea of unity, universality, and objectivity. Priests
and Church officials may err or be corrupted, but the Church
itself, which for fifteen hundred years had represented Chris-
tendom as a unity, could not be corrupted.
The great majority of the humanists were imbued with this
concept of Christian unity. These men, who dared to formu-
late any heresy, never denied the Church's right to declare
them heretical. They thought the Church was in the hands of
unworthy men, but they would not break the unity of the
Christian world over that issue. They sympathized with the
Protestant program of reform. In fact, the Protestants had
adopted a good many humanist tenets. Few humanists, how-
ever, were prepared to sacrifice Christian unity for a point of
doctrine. Erasmus courageously held out against the schism de-
spite mudslinging charges of "cowardice." Paracelsus now de-
nounced his former sectarian brothers-in-arms:
"Sects are beastly and often become fierce and mad. . . .
Who else can exterminate abomination except the authori-
ties? Woe to the country whose king does not understand
this. It is better to take measures to prevent madness than
to allow it to grow. ... If one refuses to believe in the
Church it were better that he had a millstone around his
neck and were thrown into the water than that his art should
degenerate into murder and theft."16